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A FAMILIAR 
FEAR IS BACK 


Threats, outrage, unwanted attention. 
NYC attack forces city to confront 
both its present and its past. 


On Main Street near Grove in Paterson, signs in Arabic welcome patrons to businesses. Five blocks away, New York City terror suspect 


Ahmed Youssef was living on Genesee Street, while in a different part of town terrorists plotted 9/11 years earlier. There is a fear in Paterson 
that the recent attack will cement an image in some people’s minds that the city is a hotbed for radicalization. Julio Cortez, Associated Press 


Ted Sherman and Erin Banco For The Star-Ledger 


It’s about 3 miles from the South Paterson apartment of the Uzbek immi- 
grant charged last week in the New York terror attack to the run-down ten- 
ement over a bodega on Union Avenue that provided a haven for those plot- 
ting the 9/11 attacks more than 15 years ago. 

The two neighborhoods, in the same city, are worlds apart. 

South Paterson is the heart of a thriving Muslim center, where signs in 
Arabic welcome shoppers into stores and restaurants. On the other side 
of the city’s Great Falls, Union Avenue is a gritty place where the signs are 
mostly in Spanish. 

What both share is an unwelcome connection to yet another horrific 
news event that once again thrust New Jersey’s third-largest city back on 
the map. 

And for some, there is a growing fear that the attention from authori- 
ties, and the return of the news media, will further cement an image into 
the minds of some who see Paterson as a hotbed for extremism or radical- 
ization. 

To Ahmed Youssef, 42, Paterson is just a home — a town to raise his four 
children, a place to work and somewhere to eat what he says are the best 
falafel sandwiches in the county. 

“This is crazy. We’ve never had this happen since I’ve lived here,” he said, 
sipping his Dunkin’ Donuts coffee while talking about the swarms of police 
and federal agents who have taken over local streets since Sayfullo Saipov 
— who lived blocks away — was charged in the terror attack that killed 
eight people in New York on Tuesday. 

“You know, it is just one guy,” Youssef said. “One isolated incident.” 

But his fears of a backlash were not entirely unfounded. In recent days, 
telephone threats have been received by at least one mosque in the city. 
SEE PATERSON, A4 


A woman on Wednesday walks with her child along 
Genesee Street in the South Paterson section of 
Paterson — the same street on which Saipov lived. 
Carolyn Cole, Los Angeles Times 
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ELECTION 2017 


Shake-up 
could spur 
chaos in 
Trenton 


A Sweeney loss might upend 
leadership of the Assembly 
as well as of the Senate 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


New Jersey’s leadership in Trenton 
could be in for a major shake-up after Tues- 
day’s elections — and not just in the gover- 
nor’s office. 

The state is guaranteed to get a new gov- 
ernor, with either Democrat Phil Murphy or 
Republican Kim Guadagno taking over for 
the outgoing Chris Christie. 

But there’s also an intra-Democratic 
Party war over who will be the state Assem- 
bly speaker come January. Assembly- 
man Craig Coughlin has been boasting for 
months that he has enough support to sup- 
plant Vincent Prieto as leader of the lower 
house of the Democrat-controlled New Jer- 
sey Legislature. 

And then there’s state Senate President 
Stephen Sweeney, the most powerful leg- 
islator in the state, who has been fighting 
a multimillion-dollar effort by the state’s 
largest teachers union to deny him re-elec- 
tion. 

If Sweeney loses, that would leave Dem- 
ocrats scrambling to pick a new leader of 
the Legislature’s upper house, as well. And 
that, in turn, could affect the Assembly 
speaker battle. 

“The deck would definitely get reshuf- 
fled,” state Sen. Ralph Caputo, D-Essex, 
said of the top brass at the Statehouse. 

State Sen. Richard Codey, a former state 
Senate president himself and a possible 
successor should Sweeney fall, has another 
way to describe it. 

“That would be chaos city,” Codey, D-Es- 
sex, said. 

Ben Dworkin, director of the Rebovich 
Institute for New Jersey Politics at Rider 
SEE SHAKE-UP, A9 


INSIDE 
Election Day prep 


Here’s a rundown of where the 
gubernatorial candidates stand on the 
issues that matter to New Jerseyans. A12 


Another racist flyer 


For the second time in a week in New 
Jersey, racist flyers have been circulated 
anonymously attacking a candidate. A16 


Did you set 
your clocks 
back? 


Daylight saving 
time ended at 
2a.m. Sunday. Turn 
clocks back one hour. 
Also, check smoke 
detector batteries. 
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Warm Up Your Ho 


COVE HAVEN ENTERTAINMENT RESORTS | 


Rekindle the romance this holiday season with your loved one 
in the heart of the Pocono Mountains. 


Enjoy plenty of outdoor winter activities, sip on hot chocolate by a 
bonfire, indulge your taste buds in our Sugar Rush and so much more. 


CoveHaven.com/N] - 866.500.5517 


